14t session of the Open-ended Working Group on Ageing

Guiding questions on the normative content related to right to health and access to health
services

Definition

1. How is the human right of older persons to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental
health defined in the national and local legislation in your country? If definitions are not available,
how should such rights be defined considering relevant existing national, regional and international
legal frameworks?

2. The human right to health encompasses both access to health care and attention to the material
and other conditions which are necessary for its full enjoyment. What provisions have been made to
ensure that older persons enjoy access, on an equal basis with others, to social protection, adequate
water and sanitation, adequate housing and to health education?

Scope of the right

3. What are the key normative elements of the human right of older persons to the enjoyment of
the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health?

Please provide references to existing standards on elements including but not limited to:

a) Prohibition of all forms of discrimination against older persons on the basis of age, alone or
combined with other grounds, in all matters related to health.

b) Provision of promotive, preventive, curative, rehabilitative and palliative health facilities, goods
and services, as well as health care and support, including on aspects such as quality of care, long-
term and palliative care and support.

c) Availability, accessibility, acceptability and quality of health facilities, goods and services as well as
health care and support, including aspects such as quality of care, long-term and palliative care and
support.

d) Exercise of older persons’ legal capacity on an equal basis with others, including the ability to
make an informed consent, decisions and choices about their treatment and care.

e) Access to prompt and effective remedies and redress when older persons’ right to health is
violated.

State obligations

4. What are the measures that should be undertaken by the State to respect, protect and fulfil the
human right of older persons to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health,
regarding the normative elements as provided above?

Special considerations

5. What special measures and specific considerations should be considered in developing the
normative content on older persons’ right to health?

6. How should the responsibilities of non-State parties such as private sector be defined in the
context of the human right to health of older persons?

Implementation



7. What are good or promising practices and main challenges faced by your country in the adoption
and implementation of the normative framework on the human right to health of older persons?



